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Learning Map for SPDG Integrated Reading/Writing Instructional Task

COVER

Module Title

Weather’s effect on the Earth

Overview (brief
description)

Compare how climate and geologic events change the earths’ surface.

Template Task

Make observations from several sources to construct an evidence-based
account for natural phenomena. (2-ESS1-1)

Essential Question
(based on the task)

How does weather and geologic events affect the Earth’s surface?

Grade Level 2
Content Area(s) Science:
2-ESS1-1. Use information from several sources to provide evidence that Earth
events can occur quickly or slowly.
WHAT TASK?

Teaching Task

Background to be
shared with students

Through modeling and a close reading activity students will read and learn
about volcanic explosions happening quickly and changing the earth’s surface
as opposed to erosion happening slowly over time.

Students will choose and read about one of three different types of geologic
event (earthquake, hurricane and tornadoes), complete graphic organizer,
They will then complete a Venn Diagram comparing and contrasting their
chosen geologic event to either a volcano or erosion. Then they will write a 5
sentence paragraph on their compare/contrast.

Essential Question

How does weather and geologic events affect the Earth’s surface?

Texts (print, AV,
listening, graphic, etc.):
Includes citations,
availability, and brief
summary of each

Reading A-Z volcanoes and Reading A-Z Erosion (need text on hurricanes,
earthquakes, tornadoes)

Magic School Bus Rocks and Rolls book and video

Volcano video

CCSS Standards

Standards explicitly taught in this module Prerequisites (standards that are expected to have

covered and/or standards that may only be
reviewed in this module)

Reading: CC2RI1: Ask and answer such questions | CC2RI2 Identify the main topic of a multi-paragraph
as who, what, when, where, why, how to text as well as the focus of specific paragraphs
demonstrate understanding of key detailsina - within the text.

text.

CC2RI5: Know and use various text features to

CC2RI3: Describe the connection between a series | locate key facts or information in a text efficiently.
of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, CC2RI10: By the end of the year, read and
or steps in technical procedures in a text. comprehend informational text, including:
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history/social studies, science, and technical texts,
and the 2/3 text complexity band proficiently, with
scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.

Writing: CC2W.6: With guidance and support
from adults, use a variety of digital tools to
produce and publish writing, including
collaboration with peers.

CC2W.7: Participate in shared research and
writing projects.

CC2W.8: Recall information from experiences or
gather information from provided sources to-
answer a question.

CC2W.2: Write informative/explanatory texts in
which they introduce a topic, use facts and
definitions to develop points, and provide a
concluding statement or section.

CC2W.6 With guidance and support from adults,
use a variety of digital tools to produce and publish
writing, including collaboration with peers.
CC2W.7: Participate in shared research and writing
projects

CC2W.8: Recall information from experiences or
gather information from provided sources to
answer a question.

CC2W.2: Write informative/explanatory texts in
which they introduce a topic, use facts and
definitions to develop points, and provide a
concluding statement or section.

Speaking/Listening:

CC2SL.2 Recount or describe key ideas or details
from a text read aloud or information presented
orally or through other media.

CC2SL.1: Participate in collaborative conversations
with diverse partners about grade 2 topics and texts
with peers and adults in small and larger groups.

Language:

CC2L.1: Demonstrate command of the conventions
of standard English grammar and usage when
writing or speaking.

a. Use collective nouns

b. Form and use frequently occurring irregular
plural nouns.

¢. Use reflexive pronouns

d. Form and use the past tense of frequently
occurring irregular verbs.

e. Use adjectives and adverbs, and choose
between them depending on what is to be
modified.

f. Produce, expand, and rearrange complete
simple and compound sentences.

CC2L.2: Demonstrate command of the conventions
of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and
spelling when writing.

a. Capitalize proper nouns

¢. Use an apostrophe to form contractions and
frequently occurring possessives.

d. Generalize learned spelling patterns when
writing words.

e. Consult reference materials, including beginning
dictionaries, as needed to check and correct
spellings.

Other Content Standards (if relevant)
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WHAT SKILLS

SKILL | Definition/Description

Preparing for the Task

Activate prior What are some geologic events and types of weather happen on earth?
knowledge bridging What are some severe types of weather?

conversations What are their effects on the Earth’s surface?

What are some other things that can change the Earth’s surface?

Analyze task

Discuss with students geologic events and types of weather on the Earth, and
how some are quick occurring and that some are slow. Students will be
learning how to gather important information and compile evidence to
compare types of natural phenomenon.

Comprehension Process

Prepare for
reading/viewing/
listening

Model process for finding the answers to inquiry based questions using a
close reading of text.

Using vocabulary to build background knowledge.

Use guiding questions to focus discussion on the essential question.

Acquire vocabulary

Using word learning strategies like context clues to determine the meaning of
an unfamiliar word.

Classifying and categorizing words based on types of weathering/geologic
-event.

Apply vocabulary in activities and written work to demonstrate understanding
of concepts.

Engage in Active
reading/
listening/viewing and
note taking

Using graphic organizer to aide in developing their note taking skills to answer
guiding questions. '

Use Post-its to track new learning to later add to their graphic organizer.
Going back in the text to highlight supporting details.

Engage in Active
reading/
listening/viewing

Know and use various text features to locate key facts or information in a text
efficiently.

Transition to Writing

Analyze demands of

Students will discuss what compare/contrast writing looks like and apply it to

writing task their own paragraphs.
Writing Process
Plan Using the graphic organizer from earlier in the lesson, students will then take

that information and write a compare/contrast piece.

Organize writing

Introduce them to writing informative texts in which they introduce a topic,
use facts, vocabulary and definitions to develop points, and provide a
concluding statement or section through their graphic organizer.

Develop writing

Using vocabulary correctly to describe/compare two different types of natural
phenomena: quick changes to the Earth as opposed to changes over time.

Develop writing

Allow students to compose their pieces with positive guided support as
needed.

Revise writing

Students may revise their writing after conferring with the small group and
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teacher.

Edit writing

Allow students to discuss and edit their work after conferring with the small
group and teacher.
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WHAT INSTRUCTION?

Pacing Targeted Skill(s) Formative Scoring Instructional Strategies
Assessment(s)
Lesson 1. 1. Ascertain Graphic organizer on Rubric for *brainstorming
Volcanoes background volcanoes volcano *modeling
2 days knowledge about graphic *close activity
geologic events and organizer *guided questions
how weather affects *guided discussion
the Earth’s surface. * map of the world
2. Use an anchor * volcano video
chart to list students’
thinking about
volcanoes.
3. close reading
activity on volcanoes
4. Major volcanoes
of the world.
Lesson 2: 1. Ascertain Graphic organizer on Rubric for *brainstorming
Erosion background erosion erosion * Read Aloud of Magic
2-3 days knowledge about graphic School Bus Rocks and Rolls
geologic events and organizer * Magic School Bus (Rocks
how weather affects and Rolls) video
the Earth’s surface. *modeling
2. Use an anchor *close activity
chart to list students’ *guided questions
thinking about *guided discussion
erosion.
3. Close reading
activity on erosion.
Lesson 3: 1. Assessing Venn Diagram Scoring for *direct
Volcanoes vs. background | Written piece Venn Diagram | instruction/modeling on
Erosion knowledge comparing/contrasting | Rubric for written piece
2. Using organizer to | volcanoes and erosion | writing piece
4 to 7 days complete Venn

Diagram

4. Writing a
paragraph with
introduction, 2
comparisons
comparison, 3
differences, and a
conclusion

[Acquisition Lesson Plans will follow this section]

Student work samples — annotated

WHAT RESULTS?
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Pre and Post test analysis
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Lesson 1: Volcanoes

Prerequisite:

CC2RI2 Identify the main topic of a multi-paragraph text as well as the focus of specific paragraphs
within the text. ,

CC2RI5: Know and use various text features to locate key facts or information in a text efficiently.
CC2RI10: By the end of the year, read and comprehend informational text, including: history/social
studies, science, and technical texts, and the 2/3 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as
needed at the high end of the range.

CC2SL.1: Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 2 topics and texts
with peers and adults in small and larger groups

Essential Question: wha: question—from your Student Learning Map and based on your standards/grade-level expectations—
will direct and focus this lesson?)

EQ: How do readers use evidence from the text to gain a deeper understanding of volcanoes?
AP#1: Students will think-pair-share while using context clues from the text to figure out why
Mt. Vesuvius was dormant.
AP#2: Students will use the text to answer text dependent questions.
AP#3: Students will complete the graphic organizer on Shield Volcanoes independently after
teacher gives directions.

Standards:

Science: 2 ESS1-1: Use information from several sources to provide evidence that Earth events can
occur quickly or slowly.

Reading: CC2RI1: Ask and answer such questions as who, what, when, where, why, how to
demonstrate understanding of key details in a text.

CC2SL.2 Recount or describe key ideas or details from a text read aloud or information presented
orally or through other media.

T . I .
Activating Strategies: (How will you hook students at the Key Vocabulary to preview.: (What content-
beginning of the lesson and activate and/or build the necessary prior specific vocabulary will students need to know in order to
knowledge?) make meaning of the learning in the lesson?)

After showing a few pictures from the Volcanoes
Book level S (Reading A-Z) ask and tell students that

Magma extinct

!
I
1
1
. . . ! Volcano
they will be learning about volcanoes which are 1 Lava
geologic events (teacher will tell students that a ! Plate
geologic event is something that happens to land on ! Eruption
the earth.) that can change or affect the Earth’s : Crater
£ l Dormant
surface. . Geysers
1 Vents
1

Materials Needed: (What specific materials will you need to present this lesson?)
Reading A-Z level S Volcanoes
Graphic organizer
Pencil




Bill Nye Volcano video:
http://www.dailymotion.com/video/xlafgi_bill-nye-earths-crust tech

Instructional Plan: (How will you provide instruction and/or specific learning experiences which lead students to the
understanding necessary to respond to each assessment prompt? What will be the sequence of these learning experiences?)

Instructional Chunk #1:

1.

2.

Create an anchor chart titled Volcano; ask students what they know about volcanoes, record on
the anchor chart.

Teacher will pass out the Reading A-Z level S Volcano book. Conduct a picture walk through
the book, noticing the text features and ending up at the glossary. Preview the glossary before
reading the book. The teacher will transfer words from the glossary to chart paper which will
hang in a prominent place in the classroom for students to refer to while reading.

Teacher will have the students turn to the Table of Contents and ask students what the purpose
of the Table of Contents is (student answer should be something about the Table of Contents
letting the reader know what page they can find a particular heading in nonfiction text).

* 1t is recommended that when students give answers to each of the questions in this lesson, the teacher
will write their answers on the anchor chart that was started earlier in this lesson.

4.

The teacher will ask students to turn to page 4. The teacher will read the first paragraph out
loud while the students follow along. After reading the paragraph, the teacher will ask students
to think-pair-share what clues from the text let the reader know that Mt. Vesuvius was dormant
or extinct (AP #1). Teacher should refer students to the vocabulary chart to refresh their
memories on what dormant and extinct mean. The teacher will bring the class back together and
call on pairs to share their answers with the class. (Possible student answer: the clue from the
text is that it had been a thousand years since Mt. Vesuvius had erupted).

The teacher will continue reading pages 4, 5, and 6 with students following along. The teacher
will then ask students, “Find an example in the text to show how come two cities were
completely buried and wiped off the face of the Earth by the eruption of Mt. Vesuvius.”(AP#2).

Students will be encouraged to think-pair-share and then the teacher will bring the class back
together and have different pairs share their findings with the class. (Possible student answers:
surge clouds spread dust and ash; the cloud of gas, hot dust, and smoke collapsed onto the
ground; buildings collapsed under the weight of the stones and ash).

The teacher will read aloud pages 7&8 while students follow along. Teacher should make sure
to discuss each of the diagrams to enhance student understanding. The teacher will then ask
“How are volcanoes formed?” (AP#2) Students will then be encouraged to think-pair-share
while teacher walks around to hear discussions. Teacher should remind students to look back in
the text to find the answer. Next the teacher will bring the class back together and have
different pairs share their answers with the class. (Possible student answer: The plates in the
Earth shift or rub against one another and cause large cracks. Sometimes magma breaks
through the cracks and volcanoes form).

The teacher will read 9-11 (stop when you get to Composite Volcanoes) while students follow
along. The teacher will ask, “Why do different volcanoes erupt in different ways?” (AP#2).
Students will then be encouraged to think-pair-share while teacher walks around to hear
discussions. Teacher should remind students to look back in the text to find the answer. Next
the teacher will bring the class back together and have different pairs share their answers with
the class. (Possible student answer: It depends on where and how volcanoes are formed; some
erupt gently while others explode with much force).




This would be a good place to end the first day. Teacher should recap things students learned today.

Instructional chunk #2:

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.
14.

Today, the class will discuss the vocabulary words on the chart and ask students what they
learned about Mt. Vesuvius and how volcanoes are formed?
Now the teacher will read pages 11&12. The teacher will then ask, “What can happen when a
vent in a volcano is plugged?” (AP#2) Students will then be encouraged to think-pair-share
while teacher walks around to hear discussions. Teacher should remind students to look back in
the text to find the answer. Next the teacher will bring the class back together and have
different pairs share their answers with the class. (Possible student answer: The magma below
the plug in the vent builds up and has nowhere to go so the pressure builds. When it the
pressure is too much, the volcano explodes).
The teacher will read pages 13-15 (stop at Shield Volcanoes). The teacher should comment
about how amazing it is that the biggest volcanic ash cloud can travel around the world. Also
the teacher should mention how much devastation a composite volcano can cause.
Next, the teacher will read pages 15&16 (Shield Volcanoes) while the students follow along.
The teacher can then ask the students, “How do shield volcanoes get their name?” (AP#2) The
teacher can have students think-pair-share or look for the answer independently. The teacher
could have students point to the answer in the text when they find it. The teacher can then call

- on a student(s) to answer. (Student answet: shield volcanoes have a gentle mountain slope

shaped like a shield).

Then the teacher will read pages 17-18 while students follow along. The teacher will then ask
students to give one fact about cinder cones and one fact about lava domes. The teacher can
have the students think-pair-share and then bring the class back together and have pairs share
their answers. (Possible student answers: cinder cones are produced by new volcanoes; cinder
cones form inside craters; cinder cones are made of loose rocks; lava domes are created when
lava oozes from a vent and hardens quickly; lava domes form in other areas where there is
volcanic activity. '

Now the teacher will read page 19 while students follow along.

Next the teacher will call on students to read the chart which has a list of all of the things the
class knows about volcanoes.

Instructional Chunk #3:

1.

2.

3.

The teacher will tell the class that in today’s lesson they will be watching Bill Nye’s video on
Volcanoes. Let’s start by looking at our chart from yesterday—what did we learn? Students
could do a think-pair-share of the big ideas from the previous lesson; or as whole group.

After the video, the teacher will lead a discussion on what details the students heard about
volcanoes and these can be added to the anchor chart.

Now, have the students pull out their Volcano Reading A-Z book. The teacher will have the
students turn to page 11 and look at the heading Shield Volcanoes. Now the teacher will read
this section aloud while the students follow along. (The teacher can tell them the purpose for
this reading because they are going to fill out an organizer on this section and it is important to
reread it in order to refresh their memories).

After reading this section, the teacher will hand out the graphic organizer. (AP#3). The teacher
should project the organizer either with an Elmo or on a Smartboard. The teacher will read the
directions and make sure students understand what to do. The students will then independently




complete the organizer and the teacher will assist students as needed.

5. After giving students time to complete the organizer, the teacher will project the blank organizer
on the Elmo or Smartboard, and then ask students to share their answers and record them on the
organizer. (Possible answers: Main Idea: Shield Volcanoes are another type of volcano.
Details: Shield volcanoes have gentle mountain slopes shaped like shields; the lava from a
shield volcano is runny and flows quickly; the lava flows far and fast; eruptions are usually non-
explosive; sometimes lava creates a lava fountain; they can remain quietly active for a long
time. Summary: Shield volcanoes are a type of volcano that usually has non-explosive
eruptions. The lava is runny and flows quickly. The lava flows far and fast. Shield volcanoes
have gentle mountain slopes shaped like shields.)

Closure:
The teacher can ask students to turn and talk to a partner and share two things they learned about
volcanoes and have students share their partners’ answers with the class.
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Name:

. Date:

Volcanoes

Directions: Write the main idea and supporting details for the section titled
"Shield Volcanoes”. Then write a summary, using the main idea and details you

gathered.

Main Idea

Details

Summary




Lesson 2: Erosion

Prerequisite:

CC2RI2 Identify the main topic of a multi-paragraph text as well as the focus of specific paragraphs
within the text.

CC2RIS: Know and use various text features to locate key facts or information in a text efficiently.
CC2RI10: By the end of the year, read and comprehend informational text, including: history/social
studies, science, and technical texts, and the 2/3 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as
needed at the high end of the range.

CC2SL.1: Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 2 topics and texts
with peers and adults in small and larger groups

Essential Question: (What question—from your Student Learning Map and based on your standards/grade-level expectations—
will direct and focus this lesson?)
How do readers evidence from the text gain a deeper understanding of erosion?

AP#1: Students will use the text to answer text dependent questions.
AP#2: Students will complete the graphic organizer independently after teacher gives
directions.

Standards:

Science: 2 ESS1-1: Use information from several sources to provide evidence that Earth events can
occur quickly or slowly.

Reading: CC2RI1: Ask and answer such questions as who, what, when, where, why, how to
demonstrate understanding of key details in a text.

CC2SL.2 Recount or describe key ideas or details from a text read aloud or information presented
orally or through other media.

Activating Strategies: (How will you hook students at the " Key Vocabulary to preview: (What content-
beginning of the lesson and activate and/or build the necessary prior specific vocabulary will students need to know in order to
knowledge?) make meaning of the learning in the lesson?)

The teacher will ask students to share details that
they learned about volcanoes (ex. Cause destruction,
happen quickly, etc.) Then the teacher will tell
students that now they will be learning about erosion
which is a geologic event (teacher will tell students
that a geologic event is something that happens to
land on the earth.) that can change or affect the
Earth’s surface.

Erosion

Materials Needed: (What specific materials will you need to present this lesson?)
Erosion text
Graphic organizer
Pencil
Bill Nye erosion video:
D w.tecuom/iewV. php?video id=274944




Instructional Plan: (How will you provide instruction and/or specific learning experiences which lead students to the
understanding necessary to respond to each assessment prompt? What will be the sequence of these learning experiences?)

Instructional Chunk #1:

1.

2.

The teacher will create an anchor chart titled erosion. The teacher can ask if anyone knows
anything about erosion and will record any answers on the chart.

The teacher will tell students that erosion is the process that breaks things down. The teacher
will write the definition on the chart for students to reference later.

Teacher will pass out the Reading A-Z Erosion text. The teacher will have students look at the
pictures. Now the teacher will read the first and second paragraphs while students follow along.
After reading the paragraphs, the teacher will ask, “What happens during erosion?” Students
will be encouraged to think-pair-share (AP #1) while the teacher walks around to hear the
discussions. The teacher will bring the class back together and call on pairs to share their
answers with the class. (Possible student answers: small pieces of rock or soil move from one
place to another; bigger things get broken down into smaller things).

**The teacher should write student answers down on the Erosion anchor chart for all of the text
dependent questions in this lesson**

4.

The teacher will read paragraph 3 while students follow along. The teacher will ask, “How can
water change the shape of rocks or mud next to a river or stream?” (AP#1). Students will think-
pair-share while teacher walks around to hear discussions. The teacher will bring the class back
together and call on students to share their answers. (Possible student answers: if a rock is
smooth it could mean that water has worn off all of the sharp pieces; water can break big
boulders; the water next to a stream or river is brown because it has taken tiny pieces of soil).
The teacher will read aloud the rest of the text while students follow along. The teacher will
then ask students to think-pair-share to, “Explain how the Grand Canyon was formed by
erosion.” (AP#1). The teacher will walk around to hear student discussions. Next, the teacher
will bring the class back together and call on pairs to share their answers. (Possible student
answer: Over five million years the Colorado River broke off pieces of rock and carried it
toward the sea. This is how the Grand Canyon was formed).

The class will then review all of the details about erosion that were written on the Erosion
anchor chart in this lesson.

Instructional Chunk #2:

1.

The teacher will tell the class that in today’s lesson they will be watching Bill Nye’s video on
Erosion. Let’s start by looking at our chart from yesterday—what did we learn? Students could
do a think-pair-share of the big ideas from the previous lesson; or as whole group.

After the video, the teacher will lead a discussion on what details the students heard about
erosion and these can be added to the anchor chart.

Now, the class will take out the text on Erosion from the previous day. It is recommended that
the class read aloud the text to refresh students’ memories. The teacher can read or have
students read. »

After reading the text, the teacher will hand out the graphic organizer. (AP#2). The teacher
should project the organizer either with an Elmo or on a Smartboard. The teacher will read the
directions and make sure students understand what to do. The students will then independently
complete the organizer and the teacher will assist students as needed.

After giving students time to complete the organizer, the teacher will project the blank organizer
on the Elmo or Smartboard, and then ask students to share their answers and record them on the
organizer. (Possible answers: Main idea: Erosion is the process that breaks things down and




changes the Earth’s surface; Details: a tool of erosion is water, water wears away the sharp
edges of rocks, water in a stream or river is brown from the rocks, Grand Canyon was formed
by erosion, erosion changes coastlines; Summary: summaries should include the Main Idea and
details).

Closure:
The teacher can ask students to turn and talk to a partner and share two things they learned about
erosion and have students share their partners’ answers with the class.
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Name: Date:

Erosion
Directions: Write the main idea and supporting details for the Erosion text. Then
write a summary, using the main idea and details you gathered.

Main Idea Details

Summary




Lesson 3: Compare and Contrast Volcanoes and Erosion
Prerequisite:

CC2RI1: Ask and answer such questions as who, what, when, where, why, how to demonstrate understanding
of key details in a text.

CC2RI2 Identify the main topic of a multi-paragraph text as well as the focus of specific paragraphs within
the text.

CC2RI5: Know and use various text features to locate key facts or information in a text efficiently.
CC2RI10: By the end of the year, read and comprehend informational text, including: history/social studies,
science, and technical texts, and the 2/3 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the
high end of the range. ‘

CC2SL.1: Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 2 topics and texts with
peers and adults in small and larger groups.

CC2SL.2 Recount or describe key ideas or details from a text read aloud or information presented orally or
through other media.

Essential Question: (What question—from your Student Learning Map and based on your standards/grade-level expectations—will direct
and focus this lesson?) '
How do volcanoes affect the landscape of the Earth?

AP#1: Students will complete a Venn Diagram comparing and contrasting Cats and Dogs.
AP#2: Students will complete a Venn Diagram comparing and contrasting Volcanoes and
Erosion. ' :
AP#3: Students will use their Venn Diagram to write an essay comparing and contrasting
Volcanoes and Erosion.

Standards:

Science: 2-ESS1-1: Use information from several sources to provide evidence that Earth events can occur
quickly and slowly. '

CC2W.6: With guidance and support from adults, use a variety of digital tools to produce and publish
writing, including collaboration with peers.

CC2W.7: Participate in shared research and writing projects.

CC2W.8: Recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a -
question. ‘

CC2W.2: Write informative/explanatory texts in which they introduce a topic, use facts and definitions to
‘develop points, and provide a concluding statement or section.

Activating Strategies: (How will you hook students at the I Key Vocabulary to preview. (What content-specific
beginning of the lesson and activate and/or build the necessary prior U vocabulary will students need to know in order to make meaning of
knowledge?) 1 the learning in the lesson?)

Teacher will distribute a Venn Diagram for students to !
complete as a class. Student may use their graphic
organizers to complete.




Materials Needed: (What specific materials will you need to present this lesson?)

Cats and Dogs Venn Diagram
Volcano and Erosion Venn Diagram
Graphic organizer from prior lessons
Delaware Writing Rubric

Instructional Plan: #How will you provide instruction and/or specific learning experiences which lead students to the understanding
necessary to respond to each assessment prompt? What will be the sequence of these learning experiences?)

Instructional Chunk #1:

1.

Tell students that they will be using the information they gained from reading about volcanoes and erosion to
write a compare/contrast essay. But first they will learn HOW to write an essay comparing two common
animals. Ask them to think about dogs and cats. What do they know about dogs and cats? Have them think,
not to shout out their answers yet... then display a Venn Diagram and ask the students if they know what it is
and what it is use for. (Students may say it is a way to compare two things).

Pass out a Venn Diagram template and have them write their name at the top. Have them label one large circle
“Dogs”, the other “Cats”, and in the middle “Same”. (Label the diagram on display to model where and how
they should do it). Then ask them to name some characteristics of dogs, what do dogs have? (Students may
answer: tails, four legs, they bark, pant, chase cats, long or short hair, etc.) As they are giving answers, write
them in the circle titled “Dogs”.

Have the students copy the characteristics on their Venn Diagram. Then do the same thing with cats. Ask them
what are some characteristics of cats? (Answers may include: long tails, soft fur, meow, purr, four legs, etc).
Again, as they are giving the answers, write them in the appropriate space. Again, have the students copy down
the characteristics on their Venn Diagram. (Pass out highlighters to the students, or have them take them out).
Tell them to highlight the characteristics that dogs and cats share. What do they have that is the same? They
should highlight four legs, tails, ears, fur; eat food...whatever they suggested that is written in both circles.

(AP#1)

Now, the phrases or words you highlighted get written in the middle of the Venn Diagram, where it says
“Same”. These are the things that cats and dogs share, their commonalities (yes, I use this word with my 2n
and 3" graders.)

As students are filling in their Venn Diagram, walk around to make sure that everyone is on task and filling in
the words/phrases in the correct spaces.

After the students are finished, ask them to look at their organizer and ask them why this is helpful for writing
an essay. (Possible answer would be ‘it helps us to write the correct information’ or ‘it has the important
information on it already.

Instructional Chunk #2:

7.

Ask students what the purpose of a Venn Diagram is (Possible student answer: it is used to show similarities
between things). Remind them that yesterday the class did a Venn Diagram comparing and contrasting cats
and dogs. ’
Pass out the blank Erosion and Volcanoes Venn Diagram. Tell them that today they will be using their Erosion
and Volcano graphic organizers to fill in a Venn Diagram.

Also remind students that they can also use the anchor charts from Lessons 1 & 2 to help them. Assist
students as needed so they can successfully complete their Venn Diagrams.




10. They are to work independently, and the teacher will circulate around the room, asking guiding questions to

check for understanding. [The students will head each of the large circles volcanoes and the other circle
erosion. Then the teacher will have the students write 3 facts about Volcanoes and 3 facts about Erosion in the
corresponding circles. The students will then find at least two similarities (teacher is looking for they both
happen to the Earth’s surface and they are both geologic events)].

Instructional Chunk #3:

11.

12.

13.

14.

Have the students take out their completed graphic organizer on dogs and cats. Now tell students that today
you will show them how to use the Venn Diagram to compose a compare/contrast essay. (Post the Paragraph
Graphic Organizer alongside the Venn Diagram). Point out to students the similarities between the Venn and
the Paragraph Organizer. There is a paragraph that is all about cats. They will write their cat information from
the Venn in sentences on those lines. Point out that paragraph 3 is all about dogs. They write dog information
from the Venn in sentences on those lines. Then point out that paragraph 4 is where they will write sentences
about what cats and dogs share. The Introduction and the Closing we will save for last and fill them in after we
complete the other paragraphs.

Now, together, show the students how and what to write for each paragraph. Start with paragraph 2, composing
sentences from the words and phrases from the Venn. Students can give suggestions to what the sentence
should say. Write it in the organizer and have students write it on theirs as well. Continue doing the same with
paragraph 3 and 4.

After the 3 paragraphs are written on the board and in the students’ organizers, ask them to think of a good
introduction, reminding them that the introduction will be telling the reader what it is they will be reading
about. (Students may say, ‘The differences between cats and dogs’, or “This is an essay comparing cats and
dogs.”). Write the introductory sentence, and have them copy from the organizer.

Do the same thing with the closing sentences. The closing tells the reader what they just read about. Tell them
that they can rephrase the introductory sentence, and then give them the example, “These are the similarities
and differences of cats and dogs.” Have them write the closing sentence. After reading through the rough draft,
ask students what is paragraph 2 about? What does the closing paragraph tell us? (AP#2)

Instructional Chunk #4:

15.

16.

17.
18.

19.

Gather the students together. Ask them to think back to the last few days, turn to the person next to them, and
tell that person what we did. Then ask for volunteers to answer the question, “What did we do the last few
days?” (Teacher will be looking for answers like, ‘We wrote an essay about cats and dogs.’, or ‘We made a
Diagram with circles, and wrote a story.”)

Tell them today they will be doing the same thing, only now with their Volcanoes and Erosion graphic
organizers. Posted somewhere (whiteboard, Smartboard, chart paper) should be a reminder of the steps they
took writing the cats and dogs essay, so they can refer to the steps while working on their own.

The teacher should release the responsibility to the students to write their rough drafts independently. The
teacher should monitor student’s progress and assist as needed.

As students complete their rough drafts, the teacher will conference with each student to edit and proofread the
rough draft. '

Students will then write their final copy using their edited rough drafts. (AP#3)




Closure:
Teacher will ask students to pair/share something interesting that they have learned about volcanoes and
erosion. Or the teacher can have the students share their essays.
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Thank you for purchasing this item. ( created these graphic organizers to help
my students pay better attention during a read aloud and to show them how to
organize thelr information tn a Venn diagram. The response sheet and venn
diagram has been espectally successful with my Bnglish Language Learners
and students with special needs. Here are some helpful tips for using this item:

Common. Core: These graphic organizers can be used to help teach the following
Common Core Standards:

R.I. 2.9 Compare and contrast the most meorta nt po’wucs presevuced bg two texts
ow the same top’ua.

RI3.9 Compare and contrast the meost meo\/tawt po’wucs and Reg details
presented L two texts own the same top'w..

ldeas:

[ suggest completing the response sheets and vewn diagrams as a whole group
the flrst thme avoundl. Choose two books about the same tople, for instance |
chose two nonfiction books about bats. After veading alowd one of the books,
have students fill out the response sheet or complete it together as a class. This
Will help students remenber the main toea and details of the book. it can even
glve them tdeas to share during a discussion about the book. Read aloud the
second book and have students complete the secomd half of the response sheet.
When students have finished filling out the response sheet for both books, they
can use the response sheet to help them fill out the Venn Dlagram. After |

students get the hang of it, use this activity with other nonfiction books and

have students try to compare and contrast the two texts independently).
Students who are wmore advanced can write a paragraph comparing ana
contrasting the two books they read. [ included a sheet with sentence stevms that
may help your BLL or special needs students.

WO Teachers creatio%.




Name: Date:
Compare and Contrast
Nowfiction Texts
/ Tie \ Title \
Main tdea Maiwn toea
Detail 1 Detail 1
Detail 2 Detail 2
Detail = Detnil 3
petail 4 Detail 4
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Nawmwe: Date:

Cowmpare andl Contrast
Nowfiction Texts

Write a paragraph explaining how the two texts are the same and
how they are different.
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Name: Date:

Compare and Contrast
Nowfiction Texts

Write a paragraph explaining how the two texts are the same
and how they are different.

The two texts angl
(Title 1)
are oifferent.
(Title 2)
(n the text ,
(Title 1)
(n the text ,
(Title 2) |
and
(Title 1) (Title 2)

are the same. n both texts

«wo Teachers Creatione
©o014



